The paper targets, not only to introduce DESIGNtrain Project, which was completed within the scope of European Union, LifeLong Learning: Leonardo da Vinci Program, by ten partners from five European countries in 2009, but its aims and results within the topics of learning, teaching and administration in design education, as well. The purpose of DESIGNtrain project was to eliminate some problems of candidate students, who have not started their design education yet, and of the students, who recently began their design education.
Introduction
It is a fact that students entering the stage of making a choice for their professions in a university are not sufficiently informed about design education, nor the content and implementation of such education. This fact prompts the students think that they are not suitable for design education or to show a non-preference for designrelated professions, since they are ill-informed. The students at the stage of making a choice have serious concerns as to whether their personal skills are sufficient to successfully complete design education. In addition, it is a reality that the present pre-university education system is not capable of training students with desired qualifications for design education. In this context, design education based on basic concepts such as "perception", "comprehension", "expression" shows difficulty in harmonizing with the student profile trained by the system mentioned (Kuloglu et al., 2009) .
As students accepted to design departments with the above-drawn profile are not prepared for fundamental classes and form of thinking of design education by going through a preparation and entrance filter to systematic design, especially during the first years of education, they face serious harmonization problems (Kuloglu et al., 2009) .
It is important for the schools providing design education to contribute candidate students considering obtaining a design education with access to fundamental classes and form of thinking of design education, to enable them to realize their skills and competencies in order to receive such education. It is another undeniable fact that integrating candidate students choosing a design department, by being informed about the education subjects and scope with design education, will be beneficial at both a personal and corporate level (Besgen Gencosmanoglu et al., 2010) .
DESIGNtrain Project: Training Tools for Developing Design Education
DESIGNtrain: Training Tools for Developing Design Education is the only international project in the field of architectural design education considered worth being supported within the scope of the European Union, Leonardo da Vinci, Life Long Learning Program as of October 2006.
The purpose of the project is to remove harmonization problems of first-grade students to design training, who are candidates of and at the outset of design education. To this end, within the scope of the project, two individual models were created; and these models were presented as guidances for use by beneficiaries as of January 2010.
The target student groups consist of the first-grade students who are candidates of the design schools training designers or those being educated in the departments of architecture, interior design, urban planning, landscape design etc. It is considered that, target groups will have the opportunity to test, improve, change and harmonize themselves for design training by the means of these guidances. In the project developed for preparation and harmonization needs for design training, candidate students of design departments will have the opportunity to test and improve themselves by means of the "Vocational Guidance" and it is believed that the first-grade students currently being trained for design will overcome their harmonization issues especially during the first year of design training with the "Educational Guidance". By using these guidances, cooperation will be provided between European countries having the same issues, cooperation and a common organization will be ensured through communication between institutions preparing students for design training and schools teaching design. DESIGNtrain Project can be summarized as follows in terms of product-beneficiary-training relationship in Table 1  (Besgen Gencosmanoglu et al., 2009; Kuloglu et al., 2009 
DESIGNtrain Vocational Guidance: Self-Evaluation Unit
DESIGNtrain Vocational Guidance: Self-Evaluation Unit aims at measuring and evaluating basic levels, design, comprehension, perception, expression skills of candidate students intending to undergo design training. This advisory guidance for preliminary stage of design training was created as a "self-evaluation" unit within the framework of the current education system. Students using the guidance do not encounter a pre-judgment that they are not suitable for design professions, but simply find an environment to let them get to know and test themselves. Presented to users in an electronic environment along with support and communication tools, this guidance aims to enable the users to assess their own reactions and responses to "design-related vocations", their tendency to "areas related to the scope of such vocations", and "elements under the heading of design". The guidance prepared in the internet-medium, in the form of a CD-Rom and manual provided services in 4 languages: Turkish, English, German and Italian. Each unit contains 20 questions and answers pages classified in groups, depending on the language preference.
A conceptual and theoretical content was determined while creating DESIGNtrain Vocational Guidance: SelfEvaluation Unit, and, all questions and answers were prepared within this framework ( 
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One sample of question and answer pages prepared within DESIGNtrain Vocational Guidance: Self-Evaluation Unit's conceptual and theoretical framework can be summarized as in Table 3 ( Kuloglu et al., 2009; Asasoglu et al., 2009 ; URL 1). Table 3 . One sample question/answer of DESIGNtrain Vocational Guidance: Self-Evaluation Unit (for more details and questions/answers examples, please visit: http://www.designtrain-ldv.com)
Question:
Which comment is true for the first and second lines? a) 2nd line is two times longer than the 1st line b) 1st line is longer than the 2nd line c) 1st and 2nd lines have the same length d) 2nd line is longer than the 1st line e) None of them
Answer:
The true answer is C, because the first and the second lines have the same length, which is an illusion named as "Ponzo Illusion". We can use this kind of illusions on a design for the diversion of a space. Please read the explanations; Diversions in visual perceptions are likely to be seen in daily life. Although both of the red lines have the same length, number 1 line is seen to be shorter than the other. This is a visual diversion. Such diversions contribute designers' creativity. Via diversions, spaces are presented to be more attractive than they appear. For example, a small space can be presented to be bigger via colour change or some space elements are made to be seen to be in front or back via diversion method. It is possible to increase the number of the possible examples. Benefit of diversion in designs is tested in this question by using "Ponzo Illusion". The Ponzo illusion is an optical illusion that was first demonstrated by the Italian psychologist Mario Ponzo (1882-1960) in 1913. He suggested that the human mind judges an object's size based on its background. He showed this by drawing two identical lines across a pair of converging lines, similar to railway tracks. The upper line looks longer because we interpret the converging sides according to linear perspective as parallel lines receding into the distance. In this context, we interpret the upper line as though it were farther away, so we see it as longer, a farther object would have to be longer than a nearer one for both to produce retinal images of the same size.
Ponzo Illusions One of the explanations for Ponzo illusion is the "perspective hypothesis", which states that the perspective feature in the figure is obviously produced by the converging lines ordinarily associated with distance, that is, the two oblique lines appear to converge toward the horizon or a vanishing point. Another is the "framing effects hypothesis", which says that the difference in the separation or gap of the horizontal lines from the framing converging lines may determine, or at least contribute to the magnitude of the distortion. References; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponzo_illusion
DESIGNtrain Educational Guidance: Supportive Unit
DESIGNtrain Educational Guidance: Supportive Unit aims at supporting the first-grade education constituting the basic education of design. The guidance intends to facilitate and speed up the students' learning on "design", "design concepts", and "design-related professions". The guidance provides basic information on "design tools", "design method and techniques" and "design terminology". Thus, first-grade students of design education back-up of the first year training, improve themselves using the question and answer pages and are more easily harmonized with the education. Students do not encounter any judgment as to whether they are suitable for these professions or not. The guidance prepared in the internet-medium, in the form of a CD-Rom and manual provided services in 4 languages: Turkish, English, German and Italian. Each unit contains 20 questions and answers pages classified in groups depending on the language preference.
A conceptual and theoretical content was determined while creating DESIGNtrain Educational Guidance: Supportive Unit, and, all questions and answers were prepared within this framework (Table 4) One sample of question and answer pages prepared within DESIGNtrain Educational Guidance: Supportive Unit's conceptual and theoretical framework can be summarized as in Table 5 (Besgen Gencosmanoglu et 
DESIGNtrain products
The products of DESIGNtrain Project were concluded in two stages. These products are as follows. DESIGNtrain Website: http://www.designtrain-ldv.com: The site includes introductory information on the Leonardo da Vinci Program and all information about "DESIGNtrain: Training Tools for Developing Design Education". DESIGNtrain website aims at forming the essential framework on which the project will be built in a transparent environment, maintaining direct communication with the partners and users, contributing directly to the activities, declaring detailed information on relevant individuals, institutions and activities, maintaining the continuity of the testable and developments which can be criticized in the process of forming the respective environment. Link to the DESIGNtrain website: http://www.designtrain-ldv.com is open for access. First threshold product; "Vocational Guidance: Self-Evaluation Unit" website is http://www.designtrain-ldv.com/vgt_index2.aspx and second threshold product; "Educational Guidance: Supportive Unit" website is http://www.designtrainldv.com/edu_index.aspx. All web site addresses are open for access.
DESIGNtrain Vocational Guidance Handbook: With the guidance prepared as a "self-evaluation unit", the candidate users for profession selection are expected to evaluate their reactions and responses to issues about design and design-related professions. The handbook includes question and answer pages prepared in 4 languages: Turkish, English, German and Italian and classified in groups.
DESIGNtrain Educational Guidance Handbook: With the guidance prepared as a "supportive unit", the first grade design students are expected to facilitate and speed up their learning on "design", "design concepts", and "design-related professions". The handbook includes question and answer pages prepared in 4 languages: Turkish, English, German and Italian and classified in groups.
DESIGNtrain Vocational Guidance CD-Rom: With this CD-Rom that intends to introduce design professions and design concepts, candidate users for design training are given the chance to gain information and test themselves. The CD-Rom includes question and answer pages prepared in 4 languages: Turkish, English, German and Italian and classified in groups.
DESIGNtrain Educational Guidance CD-Rom: With this CD-Rom prepared for first grade design students, the students will support the information they get in the school during the first year; improve themselves with the question and answer pages and harmonize themselves more easily with the training. The CD-Rom includes question and answer pages prepared in 4 languages: Turkish, English, German and Italian and classified in groups.
DESIGNtrain Book: Training Tools for Developing Design Education: The DESIGNtrain Book is the main product of the project, briefly introducing the whole project process, design professions and including a given number of questions and answers from the Vocational Guidance: Self-Evaluation Unit and the Educational Guidance: Supportive Unit. DESIGNtrain Book is in English.
DESIGNtrain Congress Books: Two international congresses were held in the Netherlands in order to bring various researchers together to develop design education during the project, thus sharing developments in the design training and discussing relevant problems. The fruits of these congresses, declarations presented in the congress were published in two books. These are 1 st International DESIGNtrain Congress Book: DESIGNtrain CONGRESS TRAILER 1-GUIDANCES in/for DESIGN TRAINING Proceeding, and 2 nd International DESIGNtrain Congress Book: DESIGNtrain CONGRESS TRAILER 2-DESIGNing DESIGN EDUCATION, Proceedings Part 1-2-3. 
Conclusion
After the architecture training was institutionalized, questions beginning with "what sort of an architecture education" started to question the architecture training of today, various contents, traditions and echoles created in the architecture training; and proposed different approaches to build the future of the training.
The future is a dream, it is abstract. Today is real, it is concrete. Today is what we touch, what we see. In this respect, facts to be carried forward to the future with all the rights and wrongs can only be touched today and propositions to be suggested as to the future of the architecture training rely on designing today (Besgen Gencosmanoglu, 2010) .
In this context, the DESIGNtrain Project should be seen as an effort to solve the problems of the past in the time we are presently living. The main principles of the project are being aware of the facts of today in the field of design education, generating solutions to the problems of today, and thus dreaming of the future.
In this sense, the DESIGNtrain Project approaches the two facts of today; profession selection and basic vocational education problems with a new and different solution. As the first phase, concerns prevalent in Turkey for years regarding the choice of profession in general and in design education specifically are thought to eliminate with the resulting products of this project. The DESIGNtrain Project considered a contribution in raising consciousness will create awareness in secondary education students about design training, thus indecisions and failures during design education can be reduced. Students with a high level of interest, passion and awareness for design training can be channelled to relevant schools and a bridge between the two disconnected education systems can be built.
The second stage of the project intends to minimize the harmonization problems of the first year encountered during design training. The harmonization process to the training that has been discussed among academicians can be supported by the second stage products of the DESIGNtrain Project. The design and training will be made more easily accessible, comprehensible and shareable by means of a plain language. Thus, it will be possible to evaluate and improve the communication between design schools at the level of first grade as well as the quality of the education. The purpose of the project is not to accredit the whole design training programs, but during this initial step it is thought that establishing some criteria for the basic vocational education will set an example for all accreditation operations and reconciliation.
Future is built on change; it can only be reached by changing today. Within this context, the DESIGNtrain Project is open to innovation by the nature of its purposes, scope and structure. Just like a growing organism, it can change and evolve in time. This evolution is expected to happen by the support of different traditions, cultures and formations, by the contributions of different people, ideas and approaches. 
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